SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF OTJEATJOX.

CHAPTER L

ON RELIGIOUS  NIHILISM.

THE Scripture doctrine of Creation in opposed
in these days, not only by Pantheism and
open Atheism, but by a rival which ekiniH to
be truer and wiser than any of theso ultcrim-
tives. This view may be styled Religious
Nihilism. It affirms that Theism, or faith in nil
Almighty and All-wise Creator, Paulhoisni, and
Atheism., are aliko mere guesses in flu* dark,
and that nothing is or can bo known of thai.
mysterious Something, which is the origin of
the universe.

The Positive Philosophy of M. Comic in-
cludes among its main features this mionsofy
negative doctrine. Every scionoo is mid to
pass through three successive HtageH, Its mi*
reasoning infancy is theological Jl beeowcB
metaphysical in its early youth, untl dwell*
uselessly on abstract ideas of subsiant'ts forctt,
quality, and causation. In its full manhood it
puts away both metaphysics and theology as
childish things, shadows where no certainty